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I can understand the effects of plastic in our rivers and oceans. I can explore classification keys to help group, identify and 
name living things. 

A huge amount of plastic reaching the sea comes from rivers. Cleaning 

up plastic at its source in freshwater habitats will prevent it from ever 
reaching the ocean. 

Plastic also harms animals and wildlife in rivers, lakes and oceans. 
They can get tangled up in plastic objects or can even eat the plastic. 

According to the UK’s Wildlife Trust, rising pollution levels mean that 10% 

of freshwater and wetland species are at risk of extinction.  
Single use plastics cause particular harm, 

as these objects are only used once then 

thrown away. They include things such 
as plastic bags, bottles, straws and crisp 

packets. These objects cannot be recycled 
and can take hundreds of years to 

biodegrade. More than eight million tonnes of 

plastic pollute the world's oceans each year 
alone, becoming huge floating rubbish 

patches.  
UK Beavers are under serious threat from river and wetland pollution  

Classification is a set of questions about the characteristics of living 

things. We use a key to identify a living thing or decide which group 
it belongs to, by answering the questions. 

Key Vocabulary I can understand key aspects of rivers, oceans and the water cycle.  
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Freshwater – a body of inland water that is not salty 
Wetland – areas where waters cover the soil all or most of the year 
Extinction – when a species dies out 
Biodegrade – an object decomposed by living organisms  
Classification – arrangement of animals and plants in to groups according to 
similarities or key characteristics  
Characteristics – distinguishing feature of something  
Organisms – an individual animal, plant or single-celled life form 
Regulate – control something  
Vegetation – plants found in a particular habitat 
Adapted – to change to suit different conditions  
Hibernate – spend the winter in a dormant state 
Bleached – turning something completely white 
Reef – ridge of jagged rock, coral or sand just above or below the sea’s surface 

The water cycle process is 
extremely important because it 

enables and ensures the 
availability of water for all 

living organisms (including 

humans) and it helps to regulate 
weather patterns on our planet. 

If water didn't naturally recycle 
itself through the water cycle, we 

would run out of clean water, 

which is essential to us. 

I can understand what a wetland habitat looks like and the types of 

creatures which live there.   

I can learn about Angela Harding and recreate 

printed artwork in the style of this artist. 
Ponds with a range of features tend to 

host a greater variety of wildlife. Features 
can include sloping 'beaches' and muddy 

margins, shallow open water, deeper 

sections, vegetation around the edges and 
areas with overhanging trees. 

Living things are adapted to their 
environment in different ways. In wetland 

habitats, creatures share similar features, 

for example: six-legged insects which can 
swim on top of the water, freshwater fish 

which have adapted to live in water with low salt levels, and frogs, newts and 

toads which hibernate out of the water, usually under logs and stones on land.  
 

 

Angela Harding 

was born in 1960 
in Stoke -on-Trent. 

She creates print 
artwork that is 

inspired by 

British wildlife 
and the 

countryside. 
Examples of her 

artwork can be seen on the cover of 

the book “October, October” by Katya Balen. 
 

I can identify and describe the location of ‘The Great Barrier Reef’ and how 

climate change in the tropics affects marine life.  

I can locate the River Derwent and explore how 
being in a temperate climate affects its habitat.  
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The Great Barrier Reef, which extends for over 2,300 kilometres (1429 miles) along the north 
eastern coast of Australia, is home to over 9,000 known species such as clownfish, turtle 

and reef shark. 
As sea temperatures rise due to climate change, 
the Coral Reef is becoming bleached (the coral 
becomes white). A 2018 study showed that 
about one-third of the Great Barrier Reef had 
experienced substantial damage from bleaching. 
 

 

 

The Derwent is a river in Derbyshire, England. It is 50 miles 
(80 km) long. It is home to many species such roach, pike 

and kingfisher.   
The Derwent was once home to 
a thriving salmon population. 
Over fishing, the construction 
of the mills and pollution have 
led to the reduction of wildlife 
in the Derwent, including 
salmon. 
 


