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I can explain how the Roman empire impacted lives. I can explain why the Romans needed to build forts 
in this country. 

Trade: The Romans imported a whole variety of materials: beef, corn, 

glassware, iron, lead, leather, marble, olive oil, perfumes, purple dye, 
silk, silver, spices, timber, tin and wine. Britain exported lead, woollen 

products and tin. In return, it imported from Rome wine, olive oil, 

pottery and papyrus. 
 

 
Aqueducts: provided drinking water to inhabitants. The  
Roman aqueducts not only provided drinking water for  
the Romans but also supplied the bath houses with ample water. Others 

acted as indoor sewer systems that carried water away from the city. 
 

Towns and roads:  In Britain, the Romans built many brick and stone 
houses and roads that connected the new towns they had built.  Town 

names ending in ‘chester’, ‘caster’ and ‘cester’ were once Roman towns. 
 

 

The largest forts were like small villages with 
everything soldiers needed- from bathhouses to 

hospitals to stables. 

 
All Forts in England were built in the same way so 

soldiers would know where everything is regardless 
of where in the country they were.  

 
Derventio (Derby) started as a Roman Fort. and was 

built in 50 AD in Strutt’s Park. In 80 AD it was 
relocated to Little Chester. 

Key Vocabulary 
 

I can explain that Rome was a very important place 

and many decisions were made there. 
Derventio  The Roman name for 

Derby where a fort 
was built in 50AD 

Aqueduct  A bridge used to transfer water Republic - A form of government where power is 
held by the people and their elected representatives. 
Senate - A group of people (senators) who were 

elected to make political decisions. 
Dictator - A chief magistrate with absolute power, 

appointed in an emergency. 
Emperor - Ruler of the empire. 

The geography of Rome meant that it was ideally 
placed to expand its Empire, both across land and 

sea. 
 

Legionaries The elite (very best) 
soldiers. Each legion 
had 4000-6000 men 

Latin The language of Ancient Rome 

Auxiliaries Guarded forts and 
frontiers but also 
fought in battles 

Empire The lands ruled over by the 
Emperor and government in 
Rome. 
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I can learn about the lives of two famous Romans 
(Caesar and Claudius). 

I can describe the power that the Roman army had during the Roman 
invasion. 

Julius Caesar- a general in the Roman army who 
eventually became leader (dictator) of Rome, not 

Emperor. Roman leaders who came after him also 
called themselves ‘Caesar’. He was famous for 

extending the Empire with Gaul (France) and 
Belgium. 

Claudius- In 43AD he undertook the conquest of 
Britain. He visited Britain for 16 days, to observe 

the capture of Colchester, the capital of the new 
province, and then returned to Rome in triumph.   

 

The Roman army was very advanced.  
There were two main types of Roman 

soldiers: legionaries and auxiliaries.  
The legionaries were the elite (very best) 

soldiers.  
Auxiliaries guarded forts and frontiers but 

also fought in battles. Roman soldiers 
usually lined up for battle in a tight 

formation. It was divided up into groups 
called ‘legions’. A legion was further 

divided into ‘centuries’. 

I can say how the British resisted against the 
Roman forces. 

I can place Romans within a world history timeline. 

Boudicca was ruler of the Iceni (I-see-knee), a tribe 
of people in ancient Britain. As a warrior queen 

she led her people against the invasions of the 
Romans, but she was ultimately unable to defeat 

them. 
She defeated the Romans in London, Colchester and 
St Albans. Rather than being caught by the 

Romans it is thought she took poison and died.  
 

 

 
 

    


