
Walte r Evans CE Primary and Nursery School – Mayans 

Key Subjects – History and Geography 

 

I can explore artwork from the Maya 
Civilisation. 

I can identify and describe the Maya climate and habitat. 

 

 

 
 

   
 

 
  
 

 

 
  

Key Vocabulary 
 

I can investigate Maya beliefs. 

Civilisation: The stage of human social development and 
organisation which is considered most advanced.  
Indigenous: Originating or being native to a particular place. 
Settlements: Places where people live. 
Frescoes: Paintings done on walls and ceilings of Mayan lifestyles. 
Offerings: A thing which has been offered or given. 
Rituals: A religious ceremony. 
Sacrificed: An offering made during a ritual. 
Terrace Farming: Sloped land is cut into flat steps to plant crops. 
Jade: A green stone symbolising nobility and wealth. 
Raids: A rapid surprise attack. 
Militia: A military force raised from the civil population to support 
the regular army in an emergency.  
Loom: equipment used for weaving fabrics. 
 
 
 

 

• The Maya believed in and worshipped a number of different gods.  

• The Maya would dance, sing and sometimes make offerings of blood to the gods. 

• Priests were very important in Maya society as it was believed that they could 

communicate directly with the gods. They would perform different rituals during 

festivals or special ceremonies for the Gods. 

                    

The Maya created many different types 

of artwork. Their art depicted their 

religious beliefs their way of life, wars 

they had fought, how they sacrificed 

people and their kings. Maya kings 

had a desire to be remembered and art 

was the best way they could achieve 

this. 

Their common artwork would be 

ceramics, sculptures or Frescoes. 

 

 
Tikal 

Modern Mexico 

Today, the area 

the Maya live 

in spreads 

over five 

countries: 

Mexico, Belize, 

Guatemala, 

Honduras and 

El Salvador. 
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I can find out about the diet of the Maya 

people. 

I can describe the Maya warfare 

and what became of them. 

I can describe Maya farming techniques. 

 
 

 • The Maya created arable land by using a ’Slash-

and-burn’ technique to clear the forests. 

• They planted maize and secondary crops such as 

beans, squash, and tobacco.  

• In the highlands to the west, they terraced the 

slopes on mountainsides; in the lowlands, they 

cleared the jungle for planting.  

• After a period of two years, they moved their 

fields to new locations, leaving the old fields for 

ten years before reusing them. 

 
 
 
  

1,100BC 800BC 700BC 100BC-450AD  638AD  800-1517 AD 

The first Maya 

settlements began to 

appear.  

 

The Maya began to farm 

for food and began 

trading between villages.  

Maya writing begins to 

develop.  

The Maya construct their 

first pyramids and 

develop cities.  

Pakal The Great dies. 

His jade mask is 

created.  

The Maya civilisation 

begins to decline and 

vanish. Their remains 

are found by Spanish 

explorer Hernandez de 

Cordoba. 

 

Maize formed up to 80% of the Maya people’s diets. 

They believed that the first humans were made from 

maize dough by the gods. 

The Maya made a bitter chocolatey drink from cacao 

beans that was enjoyed by the rich and used for 

medicines and in ceremonies. 

The Maya were savage warriors. 

Powerful cities like Tikal frequently 

warred upon one another or upon 

smaller cities. Wars and major raids 

were led by the King. Capture during 

battles was a key element of military 

strategy. 

Pakal the Great (615-683BC)  

He was king of Palenque 

for 68 years, longer than 

any other ruler in the 

Ancient Maya world!  

https://www.thoughtco.com/the-history-of-tikal-2136176

